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John D. Boon

All of the large observatories, that have been constructed
in recent years, are located in high and dry altitudes where
the sky is almost always clear and the atmosphere is steady.
It is a useless waste of money to locate a large telescope
where climatic conditions are unfavorable. Good seeing is
even more important than fine instruments since the results
obtained are always limited by atmospheric conditions. As
a rule good locations are inaccessible to the masses of the
people and this, perhaps, is as it should be. Expensive and
delicate instruments constructed for astronomical research
can hardly be devoted to the entertainment and the instruction of the public, however important that may be.
The situation is quite different when it comes to the
construction of small student observatories such as are
Every
found on the campus of many of the universities.
city as large as Dallas, no· matter what the atmospheric
conditions may be, should have one or more small observatories where students may learn by actual observation some
of the wonders of the universe. One who has observed
through a telescope the beautiful rings of Saturn, the
changing cloud belts of Jupiter, or the multitude of stars
in the globular cluster in Hercules, can never forget what
he has seen.
It was primarily for this latter purpose that the Blanton
While some minor
Student Observatory was constructed.
problems of astronomical investigation will be carried on,
it is to the students of Southern Methodist University, to
the students of all the schools of Dallas and the surrounding country, and to all those whose minds are still young,
that this little observatory is dedicated.
The Blanton Student Observatory was made possible
through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Blanton of
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Dallas. The building is of brick selected to match the other
buildings on the campus, circular in form and fifteen feet
The dome is a perfect hemisphere, made of
in diametu.
body steel gores pressed into shape so that the seams can
scarcely be detected. It is sixteen feet in diameter, revolves on· SKF ball bearings, and is driven by an electric
motor. The teh:scope is a six-inch Clark refractor with
graduated circle and driven by a weight clock.

